
Greg Wood
Convenor
Protect Our Parks
Ph: 0422 260 169
Email: protectparks@internode.on.net

01/04/22

Meaghan Scanlon
Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef 
Minister for Science & Youth 

Dear Minister

I write with respect to your response, dated 24/03/22, to Parliamentary Petition No 
3594-21 regarding the Cooloola Great Walk development plan. I do this on behalf of the 
many thousands of Queenslanders who have formally pledged support to the concerns and 
objectives stated by Protect Our Parks/Keep Cooloola Cool toward to the fundamental, in-
deed landmark, matter of encroachment of private leasehold and development concessions 
upon Cooloola National Park, and upon the Queensland National Park estate generally. 

A letter will be forwarded to you shortly outlining a range of issues arising from your peti-
tion response. Ahead of that I seek your consideration of one specific matter within that 
issue range. 

Your response of 24/03/22 states that project development has proceeded under guidance 
from a number of key stakeholders. Noosa Parks Association (NPA) is named as one of 
these. I note that this is the only environment sector NGO (ENGO) identified. 

I am aware that numerous other ENGO’s have made various submissions on this project. 
I am aware they have done this via the limited basis available to the ordinary public; ie 
those not privileged with key stakeholder status as afforded to NPA. I am aware that these 
other ENGO’s have all stated their opposition to private leasing and development on-Park 
as a basic principle, and have opposed the features of the Cooloola project specifically. I 
am aware that these objections have had little if any traction on the minds of the project 
managers. Certainly no response has been received to indicate otherwise.

Conversely NPA has given its support to the project, and thereby also to the principle of 
private development within National Parks. Thus it appears that the project managers are 
working in close contact with the only ENGO that has stated support for this project, and 
are doing so to the effective exclusion of the uniform opposition presented by all other 
ENGO’s. Similarly, vast numbers of concerned individuals are likewise effectively excluded 
from meaningful interaction upon the key points of their concern.

The numerous local groups and individuals that formally endorse the Protect Our Parks/
Keep Cooloola Cool platform on this issue seek your recognition of their concerns. They 
seek recognition of the fact that their concerns run counter to NPA’s position, yet have not 
been afforded any fraction of the influence the NPA position appears to have had on this 
matter via NPA’s identified close association with decision makers.  



To help address this evident imbalance we seek your agreement to meet with delegates of 
this broad community opposition to the current plan for Cooloola, and toward private on-
park development as a principle. 

We envisage a party of three to four individuals and a time period of an hour if that is pos-
sible for you. Further definition of these details can be settled with your executive officers 
if you are agreeable to the basic request. The pending outline of issues arising from your 
response to our petition would ably serve as a briefing for the meeting’s discussion. 

I look forward to your positive reply.  

Yours Sincerely

Greg Wood


